Breaking
the Power of Fear
with Love
1 John 4:13-18

“By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So
we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we
in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he
has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever
loves God must also love his brother.”

1 John 4:13-18 (ESV)

“In Acts 17:26, in the midst of an evangelistic lecture to secular,
pagan philosophers, Paul makes the case that God created all the
races “from one man.” Paul’s Greek listeners saw other races as
barbarian, but against such views of racial superiority Paul makes
the case that all races have the same Creator and are of one stock.
Since all are made in God’s image, every human life is of infinite and
equal value (Gen. 9:5–6). When Jonah puts the national interests of
Israel ahead of the spiritual good of the racially “other” pagan city of
Nineveh, he is roundly condemned by God (Jonah 4:1–11). One
main effect of the gospel is to shatter the racial barriers that separate
people (Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:14–18), so it is an egregious sin to do
anything to support those barriers. When Peter sought to do so, Paul
reprimanded him for losing his grasp on the gospel (Gal. 2:14).”

Race, the Gospel, and the Moment by Tim Keller (August 15, 2017)

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/race-the-gospel-and-the-moment

Three Reminders:
1. The Foundation - Image Bearers
2. The Command - Called to Love
3. The Completion - Vision in Heaven

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
--And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I
will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a
reckoning for the life of man.
“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed, for God made man in his own image.

The Foundation - Image Bearers - Genesis 1:26, Genesis 9:5-6

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in
the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all
the Law and the Prophets.”

The Command - Called to Love - Matthew 22:34-40

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with
a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

The Completion - Vision in Heaven - Revelation 7:9-12

“for God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and
self-control.”
- 2 Timothy 1:7
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